
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Council on Greenways & Trails 

DE Public Archives 

Kent County 

February 20, 2008 

9:30am 

Welcome & Introductions 

Paul Morrill, Council Chairman, called the meeting to order at 9:38 a.m. Paul asked everyone to 

introduce themselves and identify their agency’s representation.  

 

October 17, 2007 Minutes 

Paul Morrill asked for a motion to accept the minutes. Diane Wilson moved and Lisa Lasher 

seconded to approve minutes as written, motion passed.  

 

Reports  

Education & Outreach – Diane Wilson, Council Member 

Ms. Diane Wilson gave a summary of Committee projects for 2008 with input from Council:  

 Kite Festival Day – March 21 (Good Friday): DelDOT hopes to participate by 

highlighting bike safety awareness and distributing materials. Jennifer Baldwin 

(DelDOT) will follow-up with other Division staff and Lewes Chamber of Commerce.   

 10mile Walk/Cycle across DE Canal to DE City – May 10:  Paul Morrill reported that 

this event would take place. There will be a shuttle bus for those who do not wish to walk 

the whole ten miles. Many other activities will take place at this event. 

 Horseshoe Crab and Shorebird Festival in Milton – May 24:  Jamie Brown said the 

festival, co-sponsored by the Wildlife Refuge is ongoing and will begin at the Milton 

Memorial Park and end at Prime-hook. He hopes to participate again this year but 

discussions to finalize are still underway.  

 National Trails Day – June 7: Diane Wilson said this day is typically held the first week 

of June. Information is available online: http://usparks.about.com/cs/hikingtrails/a/trailsday.htm 

 Delaware State Fair - July 17 to July 26:  Booth space is reserved for Greenways & Trails 

for July 24. Diane Wilson, Debbie Heaton, and Lisa Lasher are discussing ideas that 

would involve children. Last year’s activity was successful. Volunteers should sign up or 

email Diane or Susan if they wished to participate.  

 Coast Day – October 5: Typically held the first Sunday of October. Council did not 

participate last year due to volunteer shortages. Ms. Wilson is drumming up volunteers 

early to this year. 

 General Assembly: A banner created by children at the 2007 Fair will be presented to the 

General Assembly. Diane, Paul and Lisa to determine the date for presentation.  

http://usparks.about.com/cs/hikingtrails/a/trailsday.htm
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 Trail Web Page: No update at this time, but Parks is in the process of hiring a Web 

Coordinator soon. Project will get underway this spring. Debbie Heaton will coordinate 

for the Council.  

 Isaac Branch Trail:  Kent County held a ribbon-cutting event this spring.  

 

Bike Council – Lisa Lasher 

Lisa Lasher and Jennifer Baldwin (on behalf of Anthony Aglio) made their presentation: 

 Bike Council meeting – February 6, 2008: Lisa attended meeting and said the Rte 1 to 

Bethany rumble-friendly strips project was completed. Representative Carey applauded 

the project and said rumble strips help alert drowsy motorists. Jennifer Baldwin from 

DelDOT is in charge of the Bike Council website. She said the February 2008 Newsletter 

has the article on the user-friendly rumble strips. 
http://www.deldot.gov/information/community_programs_and_services/bike/pdf/Feb08Newsletter.pdf  

 New 2008 bike maps: Ms. Moerschel is working with Anthony to finalize maps and 

printing completed in April 2008 and ready for the summer season. More information is 

on the Bike Council website: www.bike.deldot.gov. 

 

Updates 

C&D Canal Trail – Paul Morrill, Chairman 

Mr. Morrill said the engineering and design plans were about 60% complete. Thanks to 

Congressman Mike Castle, DE, for his efforts in bringing awareness and raising funds to 

facilitate this project and also the US Army Corps of Engineers, Philadelphia, who have already 

issued a Public Notice of Phase 1 of the Chesapeake and Delaware (C&D) Canal trail project in 

New Castle County, Delaware and Cecil County, Maryland. The primary goal of the C&D Canal 

Trail Project is to implement Phase 1 to construct a multi-use trail on the north side of the canal.                   

 

Presentations 

Delaware Birding Trail – Chris Bennett, Natural Resource Management Specialist 

Chris Bennett from the Division of Parks & Recreation gave the presentation. He was 

representing his wife, Karen Bennett who works at the Division of Fish and Wildlife. He 

distributed the new Delaware Birding Trail and said it took approximately a year and half to 

complete in collaboration with Delaware Audubon, Delmarva Ornithological Society, and 

DNREC. Delaware, known as the Shorebird Capital of the world attracts birdwatchers from the 

nation and overseas who visit the 27 key spots outlined on the map. The DE Birding Trail is 

available free online http://www.delawarebirdingtrail.org/. 

 

Captain John Smith Chesapeake Historical Water Trail – John Maounis, National Park Service 

Mr. Maounis, Trail superintendent, and Sarah Bransom, Project Manager, NPS presented a trail 

status report. Ms. Branson who oversees development of the trails management plan highlighted 

the following points: 

- Captain John Smith’s Chesapeake National Historical Trail is America’s First National 

Water Trail established by Congress and signed by President Bush on December 19, 2006. 

- The Trail is approximately 3000 miles, retracing Captain John Smith’s voyage. 

- The Trails purpose: 

o commemorates Captain John Smith’s voyages on the Bay and its tributaries from 

1607 – 1609 

http://www.deldot.gov/information/community_programs_and_services/bike/pdf/Feb08Newsletter.pdf
http://www.bike.deldot.gov/
http://www.delawarebirdingtrail.org/
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o recognizes American Indian cultures and towns of the 17
th
 century. 

o interprets the natural history of the Bay ‘then and now’ 

- This project is still a work-in-progress with a comprehensive management plan 

established to provide a 15-year vision. 

- An interpretive plan is in progress and reaching important milestones until its final 

presentation plan scheduled for completion in 2010. 

- Council was asked to assist by emailing responses indicating interest in this project while 

Congress considers more smart buoys for the Bay John Smith Trail/Chesapeake Bay 

Gateways. The following website is available: http://www.nps.gov/cajo/.  

- Joel Dunn, The Conservation Fund, said Maryland had added an interpretive buoy system 

that collects, transmits, and interprets real-time environmental oceanic data to learn what 

effect global warming is having on the ocean (smart buoys for the Bay John Smith 

Trail/Chesapeake Bay). Information from the buoys goes to a wide variety of 

constituents, such as scientists, on-the- water users, public safety officials, educators, and 

natural resource decision-makers He wants to add more buoys and get one for the 

Nanticoke River in Delaware. 

 

Paul Morrill asked Council if it wished to make a motion to support the Chesapeake Bay 

Gateways and Water-trails Network 2008 Grant Program. Jamie Brown made a motion and Gail 

VanGilder seconded to support this program. Motion passed. 

 

Paul Morrill said Council on Greenways and Trails will write a letter of support to NPS 

Chesapeake Bay Program Office in Annapolis. 

  

Joel Dunn asked for the email addresses from those in attendance to send newsletters to drum up 

support for assistance in getting Gateway buoys for the Delaware ocean trail. 

 

Announcements 

- Diane Wilson said she met Jill Ratz who conveyed her greetings to Council.  

- Susan Moerschel said the next Council meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 18, 2008 at      

Grass Dale Nature Center (Fort Delaware State Park), New Castle County. 

 

Adjourn:  

Paul Morrill asked for a motion to adjourn. Diane Wilson made a motion and Gail seconded. 

Meeting adjourned at 11:50 a.m. 

 

Meeting Attendance: 

Appointed Members 

Malcolm Baird 

Charles Emerson 

Deborah Heaton 

Lisa Lasher 

Paul Morrill 

Jamie Brown 

Gail VanGilder 

Diane Wilson  

http://www.nps.gov/cajo/
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Legislative Members 

Rep. V. George Carey (Majority Caucus) 

 

Agency Members 

Jennifer Baldwin, Planning, DelDOT 

Guests 

John Maounis, NPS 

Sarah Branson, Project Manager, National Park Service (NPS) 

David Burke, Friends of Captain John Smith Trail 

Joel Dunn, The Conservation Fund 

Division of Parks and Recreation Staff  

Susan Moerschel 

Bob Ehemann 

David Bartoo 

Chris Bennett 

Rose Ryödi 


